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Year 10 Unit 3a:
Major Christian Denominations

Standards
By the end of this unit it is intended that students:
• appreciate what Christians share in common and the quest for Christian unity

• identify the different beliefs and practices of the major Christian denominations

• compare the beliefs and practices of various Christian denominations.

Indicators of Learning

Spiritual Refl ection for Teachers
‘All those justifi ed by faith through Baptism are properly regarded as brothers and sisters in the 

Lord by the sons and daughters of the Catholic Church’.
Pope John Paul II 1995, Ut Unum Sint, n. 13

‘I got married in the sacristy because I married a Protestant.’
 An 80-year-old woman

‘We had stone fi ghts with the “state school kids” on our way home.’
 A grandfather on his school days

There is a change! As Christians we now pray together, march together for peace and for social 
justice, dialogue together on sacred Scripture, work together in universities, schools, prisons … and 
the list goes on. This unit provides a rich opportunity to view the history of both diversity and 
reconciliation within the Christian tradition. What is the signifi cance of this study of what 
Christians share in common in contemporary Australia?

Values and Attitudes

recommend those qualities which 
exemplify the Christian lifestyle

debate issues which led to division 
and/or reconciliation between 
various denominations

discuss the richness of diversity 
among the major Christian 
denominations

pose questions concerning their 
own and other Christian 
traditions

appreciate the need for unity 
among Christian denominations

Knowledge

identify distinctive beliefs, 
practices, rituals, symbols, texts, 
story, religious experience, social 
structure common to the major 
Christian denominations

outline the historical 
developments which led to the 
emergence of the variety of 
denominations

compare and contrast the rites, 
practices and beliefs of the 
Anglican, Protestant, Orthodox 
and Catholic traditions

identify areas of unity and diversity 
among and in the various 
denominations today

outline the progress of the 
ecumenical movement in the 
search for unity among Christians

Skills

locate key Scripture references 
which form the basis of 
Christianity

compile information in a variety of 
formats on the historical 
development of the Christian 
Churches

analyse the rites, practices and 
beliefs of a range of Christian 
traditions

classify the range of major 
Christian denominations today

research and record examples of 
cooperation and dialogue among 
denominations
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It is intended that students will be able to:
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Links with Students’ Life Experience
Diversity in religious backgrounds
What might the future hold if we value our distinctiveness and work together as Christians, 
reaching out to make a difference in our world? How can you lead your students to be part of this 
renewed relationship within Christianity?

• The students’ attention should be drawn to the fact that all Australians now tend to live in a 
society with mixed religious backgrounds and attitudes (Christian and other). Previously, 
students of all denominations experienced much less diversity in their religious background.

• Even groups which have allegiance to the same tradition, e.g. Anglicans or Catholics, have 
members who not only worship in different ways but also hold a wide spectrum of attitudes.

• In acknowledging the diffi culties this may present, it is important to present diversity as an 
opportunity for richness and for exchange of ideas.

• It is also important to stress that every Christian can in her/his own way get involved in inter-
faith dialogue.

The Church’s Teaching and Lived Tradition
Inter-Church dialogue between major Christian denominations
• One of the most noticeable and far-reaching consequences of the Second Vatican Council has 

been its effect on Ecumenism. The Council’s Decree on Ecumenism recognised that all 
Christians are bound together in fellowship through their relationship with Christ. Through 
baptism, all share a fundamental equality as the People of God.

• This Council document encouraged the study of the history and customs of different Churches 
and ecclesial communities, as well as dialogue between those Churches.

• Inter-Church dialogue continues between the major Christian denominations. In 1994 the 
Catholic Church joined the National Council of Churches in Australia, which has 13 member 
Christian Churches. This Council encourages and facilitates dialogue between Churches.

Catechism of the Catholic Church
Ecclesial communities as means of salvation

In preparation for the teaching of this unit the following references are recommended:

Part One, Section Two: The Profession of the Christian Faith

813–822 The Church is One
814 From the beginning, this one Church has been marked by a great diversity which comes from 

both the variety of God’s gifts and the diversity of those who receive them. Within the unity of the 
People of God, a multiplicity of peoples and cultures is gathered together. Among the Church’s 
members, there are different gifts, offi ces, conditions and ways of life. Holding a rightful place in 
the communion of the Church there are also particular Churches that retain their own traditions. 
The great richness of such diversity is not opposed to the Church’s unity …

819  … many elements of sanctifi cation and of truth are found outside the visible confi nes of the 
Catholic Church: the written Word of God; the life of grace; faith, hope, and charity, with the 
other interior gifts of the Holy Spirit, as well as visible elements. Christ’s Spirit uses these 
Churches and ecclesial communities as means of salvation, whose power derives from the 
fullness of grace and truth that Christ has entrusted to the Catholic Church. All these blessings 
come from Christ and lead to him, and are in themselves calls to Catholic Unity.
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Explanation of Scripture used in this unit
• The Scriptures are of crucial importance to all Christians, as God’s living word and rule of faith. 

After the Reformation many Protestant denominations insisted on Scripture alone as the only 
source of truth. The interpretation and authority of Scripture has at times been a source of 
disunity among Christians. This position is now more nuanced. Since Vatican II, Scripture has 
increasingly been restored to a central position in the life of the Catholic Church. This needs to 
be refl ected in how the Bible is used and respected.

• Scriptural references became the source of many teachings in Protestant groups. Romans 1:16 
inspired Luther’s belief in the primacy of the Gospel and faith; Ephesians 2:20 and Matthew 
18:20 helped Calvin’s understanding of the authentic Church.

• When discussing Christian unity it would be useful to locate New Testament passages which 
support the present ecumenical movement for Christian unity: Ephesians 4:2–15; Galatians 
3:27–28; Romans 11:13–24; 1 Corinthians 3:1–11, 10:16–17, 12:1–27; Ephesians 2:11–22; 
Philippians 2:1–2; 1 John 4:7–12.

Romans 1:16–17  Salvation to all that have faith (Indicator 1)

Paul takes an extraordinary stand in these verses, as he proclaims his absolute confi dence in the power of the 
Gospel.

He makes his powerful statement straight into the face of mighty Rome – he is writing to people who live at 
the centre of power and infl uence in the ancient world. Despite their position and his own relative 
insignifi cance, Paul knows that he has ‘good news’ which gives him even greater power. He will not accept 
the human proclivity to be embarrassed or shy when we are in the minority. He has a great treasure, and he 
wants the whole world to know about it.

Chapter 1:17 contains the phrases that dominated the teachings of both Luther and Calvin in the Reformation. 
Luther believed that ‘God gives his own righteousness to make men righteous through faith.’ It was the 
foundation of his doctrine, that faith alone was necessary for salvation. The Catholic Church, on the other 
hand, teaches that both faith and good works are necessary for salvation.

1 John 4:7–12  God’s love (Liturgy)

In this passage, John is writing about love: not only what it is, but what inspires us to love one another. He 
explores the connection between love and God. How is love refl ected in the lives of men and women who 
exhibit this love?

The most famous phrase in the passage is John’s statement that ‘God is love’ (4:8), which corresponds to two 
other statements he has made about God: ‘God is light’ (1:5) and ‘God is Spirit’ (4:24).

So does this mean that all loving people have found God? Paul suggests that we must recognise that love 
originates with God, that it is the essence of God’s being. The ultimate act of God’s self-revelation is found in 
the person of Jesus Christ. Christ is God’s heart and essence unveiled to the world, for all to see. Because of 
this, Paul says, we have an obligation to love one another, as an active response to God’s generosity to us.

Colossians 1:15–20  The Head of the Body, the Church (Indicator 5)

This is an ancient Christian hymn, probably chanted or sung by the earliest Christian communities as they 
gathered in their house churches. It may not have been composed by Paul, but borrowed and then inserted in 
the letter to serve the author’s teaching purposes. There are echoes of Genesis 1:1 and Proverbs 8:22 in this 
hymn. In fact, there are elements from a range of different settings, with Jewish wisdom themes being the 
most prominent.

Its stately verses sum up the beliefs that all Christians hold in common: that Jesus is the Son of God and the 
source and head of the Christian Churches, and that through him we are reconciled with God. Christ is the 
image of the invisible God, and gives access to God.



Coming to Know, Worship and Love 46 Units of Work – Year 10

In
di

ca
to

rs
 o

f L
ea

rn
in

g
(i

nc
or

po
ra

ti
ng

 V
al

ue
s, 

K
no

w
le

dg
e 

an
d 

Sk
ill

s)

1. It
 is

 in
te

nd
ed

 t
ha

t 
st

ud
en

ts
 

w
ill

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

V
 r

ec
om

m
en

d 
th

os
e 

qu
al

iti
es

 
w

hi
ch

 e
xe

m
pl

ify
 t

he
 

C
hr

is
tia

n 
lif

es
ty

le

K
 i

de
nt

ify
 d

is
tin

ct
iv

e 
be

lie
fs

, 
pr

ac
tic

es
, r

itu
al

s, 
sy

m
bo

ls
, 

te
xt

s, 
st

or
y, 

re
lig

io
us

 
ex

pe
ri

en
ce

, s
oc

ia
l s

tr
uc

tu
re

 
co

m
m

on
 t

o 
th

e 
m

aj
or

 
C

hr
is

tia
n 

de
no

m
in

at
io

ns

S 
lo

ca
te

 k
ey

 S
cr

ip
tu

re
 

re
fe

re
nc

es
 w

hi
ch

 fo
rm

 t
he

 
ba

si
s 

of
 C

hr
is

tia
ni

ty
.

E
ss

en
ti

al
 R

ea
di

ng
 fo

r T
ea

ch
er

s

*A
ll 
fi g

ur
es

 fo
r 

re
lig

io
us

 a
ffi 

lia
tio

n 
se

t 
ou

t 
be

lo
w

 r
el

at
e 

to
 t

he
 2

00
1 

ce
ns

us
.

• 
A

lth
ou

gh
 C

hr
is

tia
ns

 s
ha

re
 t

he
 e

ss
en

tia
l b

el
ie

f t
ha

t 
Je

su
s 

C
hr

is
t 

th
e 

So
n 

of
 G

od
, s

uf
fe

re
d,

 d
ie

d 
an

d 
ro

se
 

ag
ai

n 
fo

r 
th

ei
r 

sa
lv

at
io

n,
 t

he
 C

hu
rc

h 
is

 d
iv

id
ed

 o
n 

ce
rt

ai
n 

m
at

te
rs

 o
f d

oc
tr

in
e 

an
d 

ri
tu

al
.

C
at

ho
lic

• 
T

he
 m

aj
or

ity
 o

f C
hr

is
tia

ns
 w

ho
 a

re
 in

 c
om

m
un

io
n 

w
ith

 R
om

e 
fo

llo
w

 t
he

 L
at

in
/R

om
an

 r
ite

.  A
 m

in
or

ity
 

fo
llo

w
 t

he
 E

as
te

rn
 r

ite
s 

in
 c

om
m

un
io

n 
w

ith
 R

om
e.

 
26

.6
%

* 
of

 A
us

tr
al

ia
ns

 a
re

 a
ffi 

lia
te

d 
w

ith
 t

he
 C

at
ho

lic
 

C
hu

rc
h.

 F
or

 fu
rt

he
r 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 t

he
 C

at
ho

lic
 

C
hu

rc
h 

re
fe

r 
to

 Y
ea

r 
8 

U
ni

t 
3b

 a
nd

 Y
ea

r 
9 

U
ni

t 
2b

.
E

as
te

rn
 O

rt
ho

do
x 

C
hu

rc
he

s
• 

T
hi

s 
is

 a
 fe

de
ra

tio
n 

of
 s

el
f-g

ov
er

ni
ng

 C
hu

rc
he

s 
w

ho
 

ex
pr

es
s 

un
ity

 t
hr

ou
gh

 t
he

ir
 t

ra
di

tio
n 

an
d 

be
lie

fs
. 

O
rt

ho
do

x 
C

hr
is

tia
ns

 t
ra

ce
 t

he
ir

 h
er

ita
ge

 b
ac

k 
to

 
th

e 
A

po
st

ol
ic

 C
hu

rc
h 

an
d 

co
nt

in
ue

 t
o 

pr
ac

tis
e 

an
ci

en
t 

lit
ur

gi
ca

l a
nd

 s
pi

ri
tu

al
 t

ra
di

tio
ns

. O
rt

ho
do

x 
C

hu
rc

he
s 

sh
ar

e 
a 

lo
t 

of
 c

om
m

on
 g

ro
un

d 
w

ith
 

C
at

ho
lic

s, 
bu

t 
at

 t
he

 s
am

e 
tim

e 
th

ey
 a

re
 s

ep
ar

at
ed

 
ec

cl
es

ia
st

ic
al

ly
 a

nd
 t

o 
so

m
e 

ex
te

nt
 t

he
ol

og
ic

al
ly

 o
n 

a 
nu

m
be

r 
of

 k
ey

 b
el

ie
fs

.

Su
gg

es
te

d 
Le

ar
ni

ng
/T

ea
ch

in
g 

St
ra

te
gi

es
 

• 
A

 r
ev

is
io

n 
of

 t
he

 e
ig

ht
 a

sp
ec

ts
 o

f r
el

ig
io

ns
: b

el
ie

fs
, 

pr
ac

tic
es

, r
itu

al
s, 

sy
m

bo
ls

, t
ex

ts
, s

to
ry

, r
el

ig
io

us
 

ex
pe

ri
en

ce
, s

oc
ia

l s
tr

uc
tu

re
.

• 
D

iv
id

e 
th

e 
cl

as
s 

in
to

 t
ea

m
s 

of
 fo

ur
. P

ro
vi

de
 a

n 
ov

er
he

ad
 s

he
et

 a
nd

 p
en

 fo
r 

ea
ch

 g
ro

up
. S

et
 a

 t
im

e 
lim

it 
to

:
– 

lis
t 

as
 m

an
y 

C
hr

is
tia

n 
de

no
m

in
at

io
ns

 a
s 

th
ey

 c
an

– 
id

en
tif

y 
3 

ke
y 

be
lie

fs
 t

ha
t 

th
ey

 t
hi

nk
 a

re
 c

om
m

on
 

to
 a

ll 
C

hr
is

tia
ns

.
• 

G
ro

up
s 

pr
es

en
t 

th
ei

r 
id

ea
s 

as
 t

he
 b

as
is

 o
f d

is
cu

ss
io

n 
to

 in
tr

od
uc

e 
th

e 
to

pi
c, 

K
W

L 
p. 

98
.

• 
In

 g
ro

up
s 

st
ud

en
ts

 v
is

it 
th

e 
N

at
io

na
l C

ou
nc

il 
of

 
C

hu
rc

he
s 

w
eb

si
te

: <
ht

tp
://

w
w

w
.n

cc
a.

or
g.

au
/a

bo
ut

_
us

?>
.  T

hi
s 

pr
ov

id
es

 li
nk

s 
to

 m
aj

or
 C

hr
is

tia
n 

de
no

m
in

at
io

ns
. U

si
ng

 t
he

 ji
gs

aw
 m

et
ho

d 
th

e 
gr

ou
p 

pr
es

en
ts

 a
 r

ep
or

t 
(v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f s
ty

le
s 

of
 r

ep
or

t)
 o

n 
th

e 
m

aj
or

 d
en

om
in

at
io

ns
.

• 
Ex

pl
or

e 
po

pu
la

r 
cu

ltu
re

, s
on

gs
 w

he
re

 c
om

m
en

ts
 o

n 
be

lie
f a

re
 r

ai
se

d.
• 

To
 in

tr
od

uc
e 

th
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 t
o 

th
e 

N
ic

en
e 

C
re

ed
 

ha
ve

 t
he

m
 c

ut
 a

nd
 p

as
te

 t
he

 m
aj

or
 s

ec
tio

ns
 o

f t
he

 
cr

ee
d 

to
 id

en
tif

y 
co

re
 b

el
ie

fs
.

Po
ss

ib
le

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t

Te
ac

he
r A

ss
es

sm
en

t
O

bs
er

va
tio

n 
of

:
– 

in
iti

al
 t

ea
m

s’
 c

ha
lle

ng
e

– 
pr

es
en

ta
tio

ns
 o

n 
th

e 
be

lie
fs

 
of

 v
ar

io
us

 d
en

om
in

at
io

ns
.

Pe
er

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t

St
ud

en
ts

 a
re

 g
iv

en
 c

ri
te

ri
a 

to
 

as
se

ss
 o

r 
co

m
m

en
t 

on
 

pr
es

en
ta

tio
ns

 o
f d

en
om

in
at

io
na

l 
be

lie
fs

 b
y 

ot
he

r 
gr

ou
ps

.

Se
lf-

as
se

ss
m

en
t

A
t 

th
e 

co
nc

lu
si

on
 o

f t
he

 g
ro

up
 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
re

sp
on

d 
to

 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g:

1.
 B

ef
or

e 
co

m
m

en
ci

ng
 th

is 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 

of
 C

hr
ist

ia
n 

de
no

m
in

at
io

ns
 m

y 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 th

em
 w

as
 …

?
2.

 T
he

 m
os

t 
si

gn
ifi 

ca
nt

 t
hi

ng
 I 

ha
ve

 d
is

co
ve

re
d 

fr
om

 t
hi

s 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 

is
 …

?

Ye
ar

 1
0 

U
ni

t 
3a

: M
aj

or
 C

hr
is

tia
n 

D
en

om
in

at
io

ns

ST
A

N
D

A
R

D
S

By
 th

e 
en

d 
of

 th
is

 u
ni

t i
t i

s 
in

te
nd

ed
 th

at
 s

tu
de

nt
s:

• 
ap

pr
ec

ia
te

 w
ha

t C
hr

is
tia

ns
 s

ha
re

 in
 c

om
m

on
 a

nd
 th

e 
qu

es
t f

or
 C

hr
is

tia
n 

un
ity

• 
id

en
tif

y 
th

e 
di

ffe
re

nt
 b

el
ie

fs
 a

nd
 p

ra
ct

ic
es

 o
f t

he
 m

aj
or

 C
hr

is
tia

n 
de

no
m

in
at

io
ns

• 
co

m
pa

re
 th

e 
be

lie
fs

 a
nd

 p
ra

ct
ic

es
 o

f v
ar

io
us

 C
hr

is
tia

n 
de

no
m

in
at

io
ns

.



Unit 3a:  Major Christian Denominations 47 A Religious Education Curriculum Framework

2. It
 is

 in
te

nd
ed

 t
ha

t 
st

ud
en

ts
 

w
ill

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

V
 d

eb
at

e 
is

su
es

 w
hi

ch
 le

d 
to

 
di

vi
si

on
 a

nd
/o

r 
re

co
nc

ili
at

io
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

va
ri

ou
s 

de
no

m
in

at
io

ns

K
 o

ut
lin

e 
th

e 
hi

st
or

ic
al

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

ts
 w

hi
ch

 le
d 

to
 

th
e 

em
er

ge
nc

e 
of

 t
he

 
va

ri
et

y 
of

 d
en

om
in

at
io

ns

• 
2.

8%
* 

of
 A

us
tr

al
ia

ns
 a

re
 a

ffi 
lia

te
d 

w
ith

 t
he

 E
as

te
rn

 
O

rt
ho

do
x 

C
hu

rc
h.

  T
hr

ee
 o

rd
ai

ne
d 

m
in

is
tr

ie
s 

ar
e 

re
co

gn
is

ed
 –

 b
is

ho
p, 

pr
ie

st
, d

ea
co

n.
 P

ri
es

ts
 m

ay
 

m
ar

ry
 o

r 
re

m
ai

n 
si

ng
le

, b
ut

 t
ho

se
 w

ho
 d

o 
no

t 
m

ar
ry

 a
re

 u
su

al
ly

 e
xp

ec
te

d 
to

 b
ec

om
e 

m
on

ks
 

be
fo

re
 t

he
ir

 o
rd

in
at

io
n.

• 
Se

ve
n 

sa
cr

am
en

ts
 o

r 
m

ys
te

ri
es

 a
re

 c
el

eb
ra

te
d.

 T
he

 
Eu

ch
ar

is
t 

is
 c

on
si

de
re

d 
ce

nt
ra

l t
o 

O
rt

ho
do

x 
C

hr
is

tia
n 

lif
e.

• 
T

he
 O

rt
ho

do
x 

D
iv

in
e 

Li
tu

rg
y 

is
 a

 s
tr

uc
tu

re
d 

lit
ur

gi
ca

l s
er

vi
ce

 w
hi

ch
 in

 it
s 

co
m

pl
ex

 r
itu

al
 

co
m

m
em

or
at

es
 a

nd
 m

ak
es

 p
re

se
nt

 t
he

 e
ve

nt
s 

w
hi

ch
 t

oo
k 

pl
ac

e 
at

 t
he

 L
as

t 
Su

pp
er

 a
nd

 t
he

 d
ea

th
 

an
d 

re
su

rr
ec

tio
n 

of
 Je

su
s.

• 
T

he
 la

rg
es

t 
O

rt
ho

do
x 

C
hu

rc
h 

in
 A

us
tr

al
ia

 is
 t

he
 

G
re

ek
 O

rt
ho

do
x 

C
hu

rc
h 

an
d 

it 
is

 r
eg

io
na

lly
 d

iv
id

ed
 

in
to

 A
rc

hd
io

ce
sa

n 
di

st
ri

ct
s. 

 T
he

 A
rc

hb
is

ho
p 

ha
s 

th
e 

au
th

or
ity

 t
o 

de
te

rm
in

e 
sp

ir
itu

al
 m

at
te

rs
 w

hi
le

 o
th

er
 

co
nc

er
ns

 a
re

 d
ec

id
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

cl
er

gy
–l

ai
ty

 c
on

fe
re

nc
e.

 
T

he
 G

re
ek

 O
rt

ho
do

x 
C

hu
rc

h 
in

 A
us

tr
al

ia
 u

lti
m

at
el

y 
co

m
es

 u
nd

er
 t

he
 ju

ri
sd

ic
tio

n 
of

 t
he

 P
at

ri
ar

ch
at

e 
of

 
C

on
st

an
tin

op
le

.

A
ng

lic
an

 C
om

m
un

io
n

• 
W

ith
in

 t
he

 A
ng

lic
an

 C
om

m
un

io
n 

m
em

be
rs

 o
f t

he
 

Ev
an

ge
lic

al
/L

ow
 C

hu
rc

h 
or

 H
ig

h 
C

hu
rc

h/
A

ng
lo

-
C

at
ho

lic
s 

ho
ld

 a
 w

id
e 

sp
ec

tr
um

 o
f o

pi
ni

on
 o

n 
m

at
te

rs
 o

f d
oc

tr
in

e 
an

d 
fa

ith
 a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
ex

pr
es

si
ng

 
th

ei
r 

fa
ith

 a
nd

 w
or

sh
ip

 in
 d

iff
er

en
t 

w
ay

s.
• 

A
ng

lic
an

is
m

 b
eg

an
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
R

ef
or

m
at

io
n 

in
 

En
gl

an
d 

(1
52

7–
16

03
) 

un
de

r 
H

en
ry

 V
III

, E
dw

ar
d 

V
I 

an
d 

El
iz

ab
et

h 
1.

 It
 w

as
 t

he
 fi 

rs
t 

C
hr

is
tia

n 
C

hu
rc

h 
es

ta
bl

is
he

d 
in

 A
us

tr
al

ia
 in

 1
78

8.
• 

20
.7

%
* 

of
 A

us
tr

al
ia

ns
 a

re
 a

ffi 
lia

te
d 

w
ith

 t
he

 A
ng

lic
an

 
C

hu
rc

h.
  T

hr
ee

 o
rd

ai
ne

d 
m

in
is

tr
ie

s 
ar

e 
re

co
gn

is
ed

 –
 

bi
sh

op
, p

ri
es

t, 
de

ac
on

.

• 
Fo

llo
w

in
g 

pr
es

en
ta

tio
ns

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
co

m
pl

et
e 

a 
re

vi
ew

 
of

 d
en

om
in

at
io

na
l b

el
ie

fs
 in

 c
on

ju
nc

tio
n 

w
ith

 t
he

 
N

ic
en

e 
C

re
ed

. H
ow

 d
oe

s 
th

is
 c

om
pa

re
 w

ith
 t

he
 

or
ig

in
al

 li
st

s 
of

 b
el

ie
fs

 g
en

er
at

ed
 in

 t
he

 p
re

vi
ou

s 
ac

tiv
ity

? 
Id

en
tif

y 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f d
is

tin
ct

iv
e 

be
lie

fs
 in

 
th

e 
de

no
m

in
at

io
ns

 s
tu

di
ed

.
• 

R
ea

d 
R

om
an

s 
1:

16
–1

7.
 S

tu
de

nt
s 

us
e 

a 
 V

en
n 

di
ag

ra
m

 
to

 id
en

tif
y 

th
e 

co
m

m
on

 b
on

d 
sh

ar
ed

 b
y 

C
hr

is
tia

ns
. 

• 
It 

is
 s

ug
ge

st
ed

 t
ha

t 
th

e 
un

it 
on

 t
he

 R
ef

or
m

at
io

n,
 

U
ni

t 
2a

, b
e 

co
m

pl
et

ed
 p

ri
or

 t
o 

th
e 

cu
rr

en
t 

un
it.

 U
se

 
th

is
 c

on
te

nt
 a

s 
th

e 
ba

si
s 

of
 a

 h
is

to
ri

ca
l r

ev
ie

w
. 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 c

an
 a

ls
o 

be
 m

ad
e 

to
 t

he
 Y

ea
r 

8 
un

it.
 U

si
ng

 
th

is
 m

at
er

ia
l, 

co
ns

tr
uc

t 
a 

re
vi

ew
 a

ct
iv

ity
 o

f h
is

to
ri

ca
l 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ts

. F
or

 e
xa

m
pl

e,
 in

 p
ai

rs
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

cr
ea

te
 

a 
cr

os
sw

or
d 

an
d 

ex
ch

an
ge

 w
ith

 a
no

th
er

 p
ai

r 
to

 
co

m
pl

et
e;

 in
 p

ai
rs

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
cr

ea
te

 a
 ju

m
bl

ed
 

tim
el

in
e 

by
 p

la
ci

ng
 w

or
ds

 a
nd

/o
r 

im
ag

es
 o

f p
eo

pl
e 

an
d 

ev
en

ts
 in

 a
n 

en
ve

lo
pe

 a
nd

 e
xc

ha
ng

in
g 

w
ith

 
an

ot
he

r 
pa

ir
 t

o 
re

or
ga

ni
se

.

• 
K

W
L 

p. 
10

0 
ff.

, ‘E
as

t 
an

d 
W

es
t: 

O
ne

 F
ai

th
 in

 M
an

y 
C

om
m

un
iti

es
’.

Te
ac

he
r A

ss
es

sm
en

t

O
bs

er
va

tio
n 

of
 h

is
to

ri
ca

l r
ev

ie
w

 
ac

tiv
iti

es
.

M
ar

ki
ng

 o
f i

nd
iv

id
ua

l s
tu

de
nt

’s 
vi

su
al

 s
um

m
ar

ie
s 

of
 t

he
 h

is
to

ri
ca

l 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
an

d 
sh

ar
ed

 b
el

ie
fs

 
of

 t
he

 C
hr

is
tia

n 
tr

ad
iti

on
.

Pe
er

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t

C
om

m
en

t 
on

 h
is

to
ri

ca
l r

ev
ie

w
 

ac
tiv

ity
 d

ev
el

op
ed

 b
y 

an
ot

he
r 

pa
ir.



Coming to Know, Worship and Love 48 Units of Work – Year 10

S 
co

m
pi

le
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
in

 a
 

va
ri

et
y 

of
 fo

rm
at

s 
on

 t
he

 
hi

st
or

ic
al

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
of

 
th

e 
C

hr
is

tia
n 

C
hu

rc
he

s.

• 
A

ng
lic

an
s 

re
co

gn
is

e 
Ba

pt
is

m
 a

nd
 t

he
 E

uc
ha

ri
st

 a
s 

th
e 

tw
o 

gr
ea

t 
sa

cr
am

en
ts

. O
th

er
 s

ac
ra

m
en

ts
 a

re
 

re
fe

rr
ed

 t
o 

as
 ‘l

es
se

r 
sa

cr
am

en
ts

’.

• 
T

he
 A

us
tr

al
ia

n 
Pr

ay
er

 B
oo

k 
(fo

rm
er

ly
 r

ef
er

re
d 

to
 a

s 
th

e 
Bo

ok
 o

f C
om

m
on

 P
ra

ye
r)

 a
dv

is
es

 o
n 

fa
ith

, 
w

or
sh

ip
 a

nd
 fo

rm
at

 o
f t

he
 v

ar
yi

ng
 s

er
vi

ce
s.

• 
It 

is
 o

ffi 
ci

al
ly

 g
ov

er
ne

d 
by

 D
io

ce
sa

n,
 P

ro
vi

nc
ia

l a
nd

 
G

en
er

al
 S

yn
od

s. 
 T

he
 A

ng
lic

an
 A

rc
hb

is
ho

p/
Pr

im
at

e 
pr

es
id

es
 o

ve
r 

th
e 

G
en

er
al

 S
yn

od
, w

hi
ch

 m
ee

ts
 

ev
er

y 
fo

ur
 y

ea
rs

.

P
ro

te
st

an
t 

C
hu

rc
he

s
T

hi
s 

is
 a

n 
um

br
el

la
 t

er
m

 fo
r 

th
e 

va
ri

ou
s 

de
no

m
in

at
io

ns
 

w
ho

 t
ra

ce
 t

he
ir

 h
er

ita
ge

 t
o 

th
e 

Pr
ot

es
ta

nt
 

R
ef

or
m

at
io

n 
an

d 
tr

ad
iti

on
.

U
ni

ti
ng

 C
hu

rc
h 

in
 A

us
tr

al
ia

• 
O

ffi 
ci

al
ly

 u
ni

te
d 

w
ith

 t
he

 B
as

is
 o

f U
ni

on
 d

ec
la

ra
tio

n 
in

 1
97

7,
 t

he
 m

aj
or

ity
 o

f C
on

gr
eg

at
io

na
lis

ts
, 

M
et

ho
di

st
s 

an
d 

Pr
es

by
te

ri
an

s 
fo

rm
ed

 t
he

 U
ni

tin
g 

C
hu

rc
h.

• 
6.

7%
* 

of
 A

us
tr

al
ia

ns
 a

re
 a

ffi 
lia

te
d 

w
ith

 t
he

 C
hu

rc
h.

 
M

in
is

te
rs

 o
f t

he
 w

or
d,

 e
ld

er
s, 

de
ac

on
es

se
s, 

la
y 

pa
st

or
s 

an
d 

la
y 

pr
ea

ch
er

s 
ho

ld
 o

ffi 
ci

al
 m

in
is

tr
ie

s 
w

ith
in

 t
he

 C
hu

rc
h.

• 
Ba

pt
is

m
 a

nd
 H

ol
y 

C
om

m
un

io
n 

ar
e 

ce
le

br
at

ed
 a

s 
sa

cr
am

en
ts

.

• 
Li

tu
rg

ic
al

 p
ra

ct
ic

e 
re
fl e

ct
s 

th
e 

va
ri

et
y 

of
 t

ra
di

tio
ns

 
w

ith
in

 t
he

 C
hu

rc
h,

 fr
om

 in
fo

rm
al

 t
o 

st
ru

ct
ur

ed
 

w
or

sh
ip

. I
nc

re
as

in
gl

y, 
w

or
sh

ip
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

ob
se

rv
in

g 
th

e 
lit

ur
gi

ca
l y

ea
r 

an
d 

is
 g

ui
de

d 
by

 U
ni

tin
g 

in
 W

or
sh

ip
 

N
o.

 2
, a

pp
ro

ve
d 

by
 t

he
 2

00
3 

A
ss

em
bl

y.

• 
O

ut
 o

f t
he

 D
es

er
t, 

Bo
ok

 4
, p

p. 
47

–6
5 

pr
ov

id
es

 
hi

st
or

ic
al

 b
ac

kg
ro

un
d 

to
 a

 r
an

ge
 o

f C
hr

is
tia

n 
de

no
m

in
at

io
ns

. S
ee

 a
ls

o 
A

us
tr

al
ia

’s 
R

el
ig

io
us

 
C

om
m

un
iti

es
 (

se
co

nd
 e

di
tio

n)
 C

D
 R

O
M

 fr
om

 
C

hr
is

tia
n 

R
es

ea
rc

h 
A

ss
oc

ia
tio

n.
 M

or
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

in
 

‘R
es

ou
rc

es
’ s

ec
tio

n 
at

 t
he

 e
nd

 o
f t

hi
s 

un
it.

• 
St

ud
en

ts
 c

om
pl

et
e 

a 
vi

su
al

 s
um

m
ar

y 
of

 t
he

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
of

 t
he

 C
hr

is
tia

n 
tr

ad
iti

on
.  T

he
 v

is
ua

l 
su

m
m

ar
y 

m
us

t 
in

di
ca

te
:

– 
th

e 
in

di
vi

du
al

 b
ra

nc
he

s 
of

 C
hr

is
tia

ni
ty

– 
th

e 
ce

nt
ra

l b
el

ie
fs

 t
ha

t 
fo

rm
 t

he
 s

ha
re

d 
fo

un
da

tio
n 

of
 t

he
 w

ho
le

 t
ra

di
tio

n.



Unit 3a:  Major Christian Denominations 49 A Religious Education Curriculum Framework

3. It
 is

 in
te

nd
ed

 t
ha

t 
st

ud
en

ts
 

w
ill

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

V
 d

is
cu

ss
 t

he
 r

ic
hn

es
s 

of
 

di
ve

rs
ity

 a
m

on
g 

th
e 

m
aj

or
 

C
hr

is
tia

n 
de

no
m

in
at

io
ns

K
 c

om
pa

re
 a

nd
 c

on
tr

as
t 

th
e 

ri
te

s, 
pr

ac
tic

es
 a

nd
 b

el
ie

fs
 

of
 t

he
 A

ng
lic

an
, P

ro
te

st
an

t, 
O

rt
ho

do
x 

an
d 

C
at

ho
lic

 
tr

ad
iti

on
s

S 
an

al
ys

e 
th

e 
ri

te
s, 

pr
ac

tic
es

 
an

d 
be

lie
fs

 o
f a

 r
an

ge
 o

f 
C

hr
is

tia
n 

tr
ad

iti
on

s.

P
re

sb
yt

er
ia

ns
• 

Pr
es

by
te

ri
an

s 
tr

ac
e 

th
ei

r 
he

ri
ta

ge
 b

ac
k 

to
 t

he
 

si
xt

ee
nt

h 
ce

nt
ur

y 
Pr

ot
es

ta
nt

 r
ef

or
m

er
s, 

Z
w

in
gl

i, 
C

al
vi

n 
an

d 
K

no
x.

  T
he

 fi 
rs

t 
Pr

es
by

te
ri

an
 s

er
vi

ce
 in

 
A

us
tr

al
ia

 w
as

 in
 1

79
5.

• 
3.

4%
 o

f A
us

tr
al

ia
ns

 a
re

 a
ffi 

lia
te

d 
w

ith
 t

he
 

Pr
es

by
te

ri
an

 C
hu

rc
h.

• 
Pr

es
by

te
ri

an
s 

ob
se

rv
e 

bo
th

 B
ap

tis
m

 a
nd

 t
he

 L
or

d’
s 

Su
pp

er
. G

en
er

al
ly,

 H
ol

y 
C

om
m

un
io

n 
is

 c
el

eb
ra

te
d 

fo
ur

 t
im

es
 p

er
 y

ea
r.

• 
Va

ri
et

y 
of

 p
ra

ct
ic

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
ri

se
s 

w
or

sh
ip

, a
lth

ou
gh

 a
 

se
t 

fo
rm

 is
 r

ec
om

m
en

de
d 

to
 m

in
is

te
rs

 fo
r 

sa
cr

am
en

ts
 a

nd
 o

rd
in

an
ce

s, 
e.

g. 
fu

ne
ra

ls
, w

ed
di

ng
s.

• 
O

rd
ai

ne
d 

M
in

is
te

rs
 o

f  
W

or
d 

an
d 

Sa
cr

am
en

t 
ad

m
in

is
te

r 
sa

cr
am

en
ts

 a
nd

 p
as

to
ra

l c
ar

e.
Pr

es
by

te
ri

an
s 

us
e 

a 
sy

st
em

 o
f g

ra
de

d 
C

ou
nc

ils
 a

s 
th

ei
r 

fo
rm

 o
f C

hu
rc

h 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t, 
e.

g. 
Se

ss
io

n,
 D

is
tr

ic
t 

C
ou

nc
il 

an
d 

St
at

e 
A

ss
em

bl
y. 

 T
he

 G
en

er
al

 A
ss

em
bl

y 
of

 
A

us
tr

al
ia

 is
 t

he
 N

at
io

na
l C

ou
nc

il, 
w

hi
ch

 t
he

 M
od

er
at

or
 

pr
es

id
es

 o
ve

r.

B
ap

ti
st

T
he

 B
ap

tis
t 

C
hu

rc
h 

em
er

ge
d 

fr
om

 a
n 

En
gl

is
h 

C
on

gr
eg

at
io

na
l b

ac
kg

ro
un

d 
in

 1
60

9.
  T

he
 C

hu
rc

h 
w

as
 

fi r
m

ly
 e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
in

 A
us

tr
al

ia
 in

 1
83

4.
• 

1.
6%

* 
of

 A
us

tr
al

ia
ns

 a
re

 a
ffi 

lia
te

d 
w

ith
 th

e 
C

hu
rc

h. 
 T

he
 

m
em

be
rs

 o
f t

he
 C

hu
rc

h 
ap

po
in

t a
 P

as
to

r, 
or

da
in

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
Ba

pt
ist

 U
ni

on
, a

s 
th

ei
r 

sp
iri

tu
al

 le
ad

er
.  T

he
 P

as
to

r 
is 

so
m

et
im

es
 a

ss
ist

ed
 b

y 
a 

lay
pe

rs
on

 w
ho

 is
 e

le
ct

ed
 to

 
ho

ld
 th

e 
of
fi c

e 
of

 D
ea

co
n.

• 
Th

e 
be

lie
ve

r’s
 B

ap
tis

m
 a

nd
 C

om
m

un
io

n 
ar

e 
re

co
gn

ise
d 

as
 r

el
ig

io
us

 r
itu

al
s 

bu
t a

re
 n

on
-s

ac
ra

m
en

ta
l.

• 
W

or
sh

ip
 t

en
ds

 t
o 

be
 in

fo
rm

al
 w

ith
 a

 n
on

-s
tr

uc
tu

re
d 

se
rv

ic
e.

  T
he

 m
ai

n 
em

ph
as

is
 is

 u
po

n 
pr

ea
ch

in
g.

• 
T

he
 B

ap
tis

t 
C

hu
rc

h 
pr

ac
tis

es
 C

on
gr

eg
at

io
na

l 
C

hu
rc

h 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t 
w

ith
 e

ac
h 

C
hu

rc
h 

be
in

g 
au

to
no

m
ou

s. 
 T

he
 B

ap
tis

t 
U

ni
on

 in
 e

ac
h 

st
at

e 
is

 
he

ad
ed

 b
y 

a 
Su

pe
ri

nt
en

de
nt

, w
ho

 c
oo

rd
in

at
es

 
ac

tiv
iti

es
 b

et
w

ee
n 

C
hu

rc
he

s.

• 
In

 s
m

al
l g

ro
up

s, 
st

ud
en

ts
 r

es
ea

rc
h 

th
e 

ri
te

s 
an

d 
pr

ac
tic

es
 o

f t
he

 d
en

om
in

at
io

ns
 t

he
y 

ex
pl

or
ed

 in
 

In
di

ca
to

r 
1.

 S
tu

de
nt

s 
ex

pl
ai

n 
ho

w
 t

he
se

 r
ite

s 
an

d 
pr

ac
tic

es
 e

xp
re

ss
 t

he
 b

el
ie

fs
 o

f t
he

 d
en

om
in

at
io

ns
. 

U
se

 t
he

 N
at

io
na

l C
ou

nc
il 

of
 C

hu
rc

he
s 

lin
k 

ab
ov

e,
 

an
d 

O
ut

 o
f t

he
 D

es
er

t, 
Bo

ok
 4

, 4
7–

65
.

• 
C

re
at

e 
a 

‘R
ite

s, 
Pr

ac
tic

es
, B

el
ie

fs
’ w

al
l, 

us
in

g 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

he
ad

in
gs

: M
aj

or
 B

el
ie

fs
, R

ite
s 

(S
ac

ra
m

en
ts

 
– 

N
at

ur
e 

of
 C

om
m

un
io

n)
, F

ou
nd

at
io

n,
  V

is
ib

le
 H

ea
d 

of
 t

he
 C

hu
rc

h,
 K

ey
 M

or
al

 T
ea

ch
in

gs
. S

m
al

l g
ro

up
s 

de
ve

lo
p 

A
4 

si
ze

 s
um

m
ar

ie
s 

fo
r 

ea
ch

 o
f t

he
 t

hr
ee

 
ar

ea
s 

w
ith

in
 t

he
 d

en
om

in
at

io
ns

 t
he

y 
ar

e 
st

ud
yi

ng
. 

(P
ow

er
Po

in
t 

m
ay

 b
e 

us
ed

 a
s 

a 
m

od
e 

of
 

pr
es

en
ta

tio
n.

)

• 
Pr

ep
ar

e 
a 

se
ri

es
 o

f q
ue

st
io

ns
 t

o 
as

k 
a 

m
in

is
te

r 
of

 
re

lig
io

n 
ab

ou
t 

th
e 

be
lie

fs
, r

ite
s 

an
d 

pr
ac

tic
es

, a
nd

 
m

or
al

 t
ea

ch
in

gs
 o

f a
 C

hr
is

tia
n 

de
no

m
in

at
io

n 
ot

he
r 

th
an

 C
at

ho
lic

.

Te
ac

he
r A

ss
es

sm
en

t

O
bs

er
va

tio
n 

of
 r

es
ea

rc
h 

an
d 

cr
ea

tio
n 

of
  ‘

R
ite

s, 
Pr

ac
tic

es
, 

Be
lie

fs
’ w

al
l.

R
es

po
ns

e 
to

 g
ue

st
 s

pe
ak

er
.

Pe
er

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t

St
ud

en
ts

 a
sk

 fo
r 

cl
ar

ifi 
ca

tio
n/

ex
pl

an
at

io
n 

of
 p

oi
nt

s 
fr

om
 w

al
l 

su
m

m
ar

y.



Coming to Know, Worship and Love 50 Units of Work – Year 10

4. It
 is

 in
te

nd
ed

 t
ha

t 
st

ud
en

ts
 

w
ill

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

V
 p

os
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

 c
on

ce
rn

in
g 

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

C
hr

is
tia

n 
tr

ad
iti

on
s

K
 i

de
nt

ify
 a

re
as

 o
f u

ni
ty

 a
nd

 
di

ve
rs

ity
 a

m
on

g 
th

e 
va

ri
ou

s 
de

no
m

in
at

io
ns

 t
od

ay

S 
cl

as
si

fy
 t

he
 r

an
ge

 o
f m

aj
or

 
C

hr
is

tia
n 

de
no

m
in

at
io

ns
 

to
da

y.

5. It
 is

 in
te

nd
ed

 t
ha

t 
st

ud
en

ts
 

w
ill

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

V
 j

us
tif

y 
th

e 
ne

ed
 fo

r 
un

ity
 

am
on

g 
C

hr
is

tia
n 

de
no

m
in

at
io

ns

K
 o

ut
lin

e 
th

e 
pr

og
re

ss
 o

f t
he

 
ec

um
en

ic
al

 m
ov

em
en

t 
in

 
th

e 
se

ar
ch

 fo
r 

un
ity

 a
m

on
g 

C
hr

is
tia

ns

S 
re

se
ar

ch
 a

nd
 r

ec
or

d 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f c
oo

pe
ra

tio
n 

an
d 

di
al

og
ue

 a
m

on
g 

de
no

m
in

at
io

ns
.

Lu
th

er
an

T
hi

s 
C

hu
rc

h 
w

as
 e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
du

ri
ng

 t
he

 R
ef

or
m

at
io

n 
in

 
G

er
m

an
y 

un
de

r 
th

e 
in
fl u

en
ce

 o
f M

ar
tin

 L
ut

he
r 

(1
48

3–
15

46
). 

 T
he

 fi 
rs

t 
Lu

th
er

an
 C

on
gr

eg
at

io
n 

in
 S

yd
ne

y 
w

as
 

fo
rm

ed
 in

 1
86

6.
• 

1.
3%

* 
of

 A
us

tr
al

ia
ns

 a
re

 a
ffi 

lia
te

d 
w

ith
 t

he
 L

ut
he

ra
n 

C
hu

rc
h.

  T
he

 o
rd

ai
ne

d 
m

in
is

te
r 

of
 t

he
 C

hu
rc

h 
un

de
rt

ak
es

 t
he

 m
in

is
tr

y 
of

 w
or

d 
an

d 
sa

cr
am

en
t.

• 
Ba

pt
is

m
 a

nd
 t

he
 L

or
d’

s 
Su

pp
er

 a
re

 t
he

 t
w

o 
sa

cr
am

en
ts

 c
el

eb
ra

te
d.

• 
T

he
 B

oo
k 

of
 C

on
co

rd
 a

nd
 t

he
 B

ib
le

 fo
rm

 t
he

 b
as

is
 

of
 L

ut
he

ra
n 

fa
ith

 a
nd

 w
or

sh
ip

. L
ut

he
ra

n 
lit

ur
gi

ca
l 

pr
ac

tic
e 

of
 fo

rm
al

 w
or

sh
ip

 is
 k

no
w

n 
as

 t
he

 
C

om
m

on
 O

rd
er

.
• 

T
he

 L
ut

he
ra

n 
C

hu
rc

h 
is

 o
rg

an
is

ed
 in

to
 p

ar
is

he
s, 

zo
ne

s 
an

d 
di

st
ri

ct
s. 

 T
he

 G
en

er
al

 S
yn

od
 fe

de
ra

lly
 

go
ve

rn
s 

th
e 

C
hu

rc
h.

  T
he

 P
re

si
de

nt
 o

f t
he

 C
hu

rc
h 

ex
er

ci
se

s 
sp

ir
itu

al
 a

ut
ho

ri
ty

 w
ith

in
 t

he
 C

hu
rc

h.

E
cu

m
en

is
m

Th
e 

N
ew

 T
es

ta
m

en
t 

em
ph

as
is

es
 t

ha
t 

th
e 

vi
si

bl
e 

un
ity

 
of

 C
hr

is
tia

ns
 is

 a
n 

es
se

nt
ia

l a
sp

ec
t 

of
 t

he
ir

 w
itn

es
s 

as
 

fo
llo

w
er

s 
of

 Je
su

s 
C

hr
is

t 
(Jo

hn
 1

7:
20

–2
3;

 1
 C

or
 1

:1
0;

 1
 

C
or

 1
2:

12
; G

al
 3

:2
7–

28
). 

 T
he

 V
at

ic
an

 II
 D

ec
re

e 
on

 
Ec

um
en

is
m

 r
ec

og
ni

se
d 

th
at

 t
he

 d
iv

is
io

n 
of

 C
hr

is
tia

ns
 is

 
a 

co
nt

ra
di

ct
or

y 
w

itn
es

s; 
it 

th
er

ef
or

e 
af
fi r

m
ed

 t
he

 n
ee

d 
fo

r 
th

e 
re

st
or

at
io

n 
of

 u
ni

ty
 a

m
on

g 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

er
s 

of
 

C
hr

is
t.

• 
Ec

um
en

is
m

 r
ef

er
s 

to
 r

el
at

io
ns

 b
et

w
ee

n 
di

ffe
re

nt
 

C
hr

is
tia

n 
C

hu
rc

he
s 

w
ho

 a
re

 w
or

ki
ng

 t
ow

ar
ds

 u
ni

ty
 

an
d 

re
un

io
n.

 P
op

e 
Jo

hn
 P

au
l I

I’s
 1

99
5 

en
cy

cl
ic

al
 U

t 
U

nu
m

 S
in

t (
T

ha
t A

ll 
M

ay
 B

e 
O

ne
) 

em
ph

as
is

es
 t

ha
t 

ec
um

en
is

m
 ‘i

s 
an

 o
rg

an
ic

 p
ar

t 
of

 (
th

e 
C

hu
rc

h’
s)

 li
fe

 
an

d 
w

or
k 

an
d,

 c
on

se
qu

en
tly

, m
us

t 
pe

rv
ad

e 
al

l t
ha

t 
sh

e 
is

 a
nd

 d
oe

s’
 (

n.
 2

0)
.

• 
St

ud
en

ts
 u

se
 K

W
L 

p. 
11

8 
to

 c
on

st
ru

ct
 a

 d
ia

gr
am

 o
r 

ta
bl

e 
ill

us
tr

at
in

g 
th

e 
C

hu
rc

he
s 

in
 c

om
m

un
io

n 
w

ith
 

R
om

e 
an

d 
w

ith
 a

no
th

er
 P

at
ri

ar
ch

.
• 

A
na

ly
sis

 o
f 2

00
1 

C
en

su
s 
fi g

ur
es

,  A
us

tr
al

ia
n 

Bu
re

au
 o

f 
St

at
ist

ic
s, 

se
e 

Re
so

ur
ce

s 
at

 th
e 

en
d 

of
 th

is 
un

it.
 

St
ud

en
ts

 d
ev

el
op

 g
ra

ph
s 

to
 il

lu
st

ra
te

 d
en

om
in

at
io

na
l 

ad
he

re
nc

e 
an

d 
in

te
rp

re
t t

he
 m

aj
or

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n.

• 
R

et
ur

ni
ng

 t
o 

sm
al

l g
ro

up
s, 

st
ud

en
ts

 u
se

 v
ar

io
us

 
re

lig
io

us
 a

nd
 s

ec
ul

ar
 m

ed
ia

 t
o 

in
ve

st
ig

at
e 

de
no

m
in

at
io

na
l r

es
po

ns
es

 t
o 

cu
rr

en
t 

is
su

es
, e

.g
. 

po
ve

rt
y, 

gl
ob

al
is

at
io

n,
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t, 
re

fu
ge

es
 

em
pl

oy
m

en
t, 

ro
le

 o
f w

om
en

, g
en

de
r)

 <
ht

tp
://

w
w

w
.

m
on

do
tim

es
.c

om
/2

/t
op

ic
s/

2/
so

ci
et

y/
94

> 
pr

ov
id

es
 

di
re

ct
 li

nk
s 

to
 a

 r
an

ge
 o

f C
hr

is
tia

n 
m

ed
ia

. F
or

 
ex

am
pl

e,
  A

us
tr

al
ia

n 
C

at
ho

lic
s, 

 A
liv

e,
 M

ad
on

na
, 

M
el

bo
ur

ne
 A

ng
lic

an
, e

tc
. S

tu
de

nt
s 

se
le

ct
 o

ne
 is

su
e 

an
d 

pr
es

en
t 

th
ei

r 
fi n

di
ng

s 
as

 P
ow

er
Po

in
t 

pr
es

en
ta

tio
ns

 o
r 

ot
he

r 
vi

su
al

 m
ed

iu
m

.
• 

St
ud

en
ts

 g
at

he
r 

lo
go

s 
of

 A
ng

lic
an

, U
ni

tin
g, 

Sa
lv

at
io

n 
A

rm
y, 

Ba
pt

is
t, 

Lu
th

er
an

, a
nd

 P
re

sb
yt

er
ia

n 
ch

ur
ch

 
or

ga
ni

sa
tio

ns
 fr

om
 a

n 
in

te
rn

et
 s

ea
rc

h 
or

 e
ls

ew
he

re
. 

T
he

y 
pr

ep
ar

e 
a 

po
st

er
 o

f t
he

 lo
go

s 
ex

pl
ai

ni
ng

 t
he

 
sy

m
bo

lis
m

.

• 
K

W
L 

p. 
12

0 
pr

ov
id

es
 a

 r
an

ge
 o

f b
ac

kg
ro

un
d 

m
at

er
ia

l a
nd

 li
nk

s 
to

 e
cu

m
en

ic
al

 o
rg

an
is

at
io

ns
. T

he
 

W
eb

qu
es

t 
on

 K
W

L 
p. 

12
5 

is
 a

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
ly

 u
se

fu
l 

to
ol

 fo
r 

ex
pl

or
in

g 
th

e 
pr

og
re

ss
 o

f t
he

 e
cu

m
en

ic
al

 
m

ov
em

en
t. 

If 
yo

u 
w

is
h 

to
 lo

ok
 a

t 
w

eb
qu

es
t 

de
si

gn
s 

co
ns

ul
t 

<h
tt

p:
//w

eb
qu

es
t.s

ds
u.

ne
t>

.  A
 w

eb
qu

es
t 

co
ul

d 
in

co
rp

or
at

e 
m

or
e 

th
an

 o
ne

 o
f t

he
 In

di
ca

to
rs

 
an

d 
m

ak
e 

fo
r 

an
 in

-d
ep

th
 a

na
ly

si
s 

of
 C

hr
is

tia
n 

de
no

m
in

at
io

ns
.  T

hi
s W

eb
qu

es
t 

co
ul

d 
th

en
 b

ec
om

e 
th

e 
m

aj
or

 a
ss

es
sm

en
t 

ta
sk

 fo
r 

th
is

 u
ni

t.

• 
U

se
 U

t U
nu

m
 S

in
t (

O
n 

co
m

m
itm

en
t 

to
 E

cu
m

en
is

m
) 

to
 c

om
pl

et
e 

th
e 

ac
tiv

ity
 a

t 
th

e 
en

d 
of

 t
hi

s 
un

it.
  A

 
se

ar
ch

 e
ng

in
e 

w
ill

 lo
ca

te
 t

ex
t 

on
 t

he
 In

te
rn

et
. C

an
 

al
so

 b
e 

fo
un

d 
on

 <
w

w
w

.v
at

ic
an

.v
a>

.

Te
ac

he
r A

ss
es

sm
en

t

C
he

ck
in

g 
fo

r 
ac

cu
ra

cy
, d

ia
gr

am
 

ba
se

d 
on

 K
W

L 
p. 

11
8.

O
bs

er
va

tio
n 

of
 C

en
su

s 
20

01
 

an
al

ys
is

.
M

ar
ki

ng
 o

f p
re

se
nt

at
io

ns
 o

f 
C

hr
is

tia
n 

re
sp

on
se

s 
to

 c
ur

re
nt

 
is

su
es

 in
 A

us
tr

al
ia

n 
so

ci
et

y 
us

in
g 

se
t 

cr
ite

ri
a.

St
ud

en
t 

Se
lf-

re
fl e

ct
io

n

W
ha

t 
is

 t
he

 m
os

t 
si

gn
ifi 

ca
nt

 
th

in
g 

I h
av

e 
le

ar
nt

 b
y 

co
m

pl
et

in
g 

th
es

e 
ta

sk
s 

re
la

tin
g 

to
 C

hr
is

tia
n 

de
no

m
in

at
io

ns
 in

 A
us

tr
al

ia
?

H
ow

 d
oe

s 
th

is
 a

ss
is

t 
m

y 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 m

y 
ow

n 
re

lig
io

us
 b

ac
kg

ro
un

d?

Te
ac

he
r/

Pe
er

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t

M
ar

ki
ng

 o
f W

eb
qu

es
t.

St
ud

en
t 

Se
lf-

re
fl e

ct
io

n

R
e-

re
ad

 t
he

 r
efl

 e
ct

io
n 

yo
u 

w
ro

te
 

at
 t

he
 s

ta
rt

 o
f t

hi
s 

un
it.

 W
ha

t 
el

se
 c

an
 y

ou
 a

dd
 t

o 
th

is
 a

s 
th

e 
un

it 
dr

aw
s 

to
 a

 c
on

cl
us

io
n?



Unit 3a:  Major Christian Denominations 51 A Religious Education Curriculum Framework

• 
T

he
 C

at
ec

hi
sm

 o
f t

he
 C

at
ho

lic
 C

hu
rc

h, 
nn

. 8
20

–8
22

, 
cl

ea
rl

y 
po

in
ts

 o
ut

 c
er

ta
in

 r
eq

ui
re

m
en

ts
 c

ru
ci

al
 t

o 
th

e 
ec

um
en

ic
al

 m
ov

em
en

t: 
re

fo
rm

 a
nd

 r
en

ew
al

 o
f 

ou
r 

ow
n 

C
hu

rc
h;

 d
ia

lo
gu

e 
at

 a
ll 

le
ve

ls
 w

ith
 o

th
er

 
C

hu
rc

he
s 

an
d 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

; c
oo

pe
ra

tio
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

C
hr

is
tia

ns
 in

 s
er

vi
ce

 t
o 

so
ci

et
y; 

sh
ar

in
g 

in
 p

ra
ye

r 
to

ge
th

er
; k

no
w

le
dg

e 
of

 o
th

er
 C

hr
is

tia
n 

C
hu

rc
he

s.

• 
U

se
 E

ph
es

ia
ns

 4
:2

–1
5 

as
 t

he
 b

as
is

 o
f a

 p
er

so
na

l 
re

sp
on

se
 t

o 
th

is
 u

ni
t. 

 W
ha

t 
is

 t
he

 c
ha

lle
ng

e 
of

 t
hi

s 
Sc

ri
pt

ur
e 

fo
r 

th
e 

C
hr

is
tia

n 
C

hu
rc

he
s 

to
da

y?
 In

 m
y 

ow
n 

lif
e,

 h
ow

 d
o 

I ‘
liv

e 
a 

lif
e 

w
or

th
y 

of
 m

y 
ca

lli
ng

?’

• 
T

he
 p

ra
ye

r 
at

 t
he

 e
nd

 o
f t

hi
s 

un
it 

re
la

te
s 

th
e 

m
es

sa
ge

 o
f 1

 Jo
hn

 4
:7

–1
2 

to
 a

ll 
C

hr
is

tia
ns

.

• 
St

ud
en

ts
 d

ev
el

op
 a

 V
en

n 
di

ag
ra

m
 il

lu
st

ra
tin

g 
th

e 
un

ity
 a

nd
 d

iv
er

si
ty

 p
re

se
nt

 a
m

on
g 

C
hr

is
tia

n 
de

no
m

in
at

io
ns

 t
od

ay
.



Coming to Know, Worship and Love 52 Units of Work – Year 10

Celebration: Prayer and Liturgy
This unit offers the opportunity to explore the various ways that sacraments, feast days and other 
Christian events are celebrated in different Christian denominations.

• A survey could be undertaken of the different structures and emphases of Christian religious 
celebrations, in order to fi nd out what each tradition considers important. The fi ndings could be 
compared with Catholic worship.

Suggested celebration based on 1 John 4:7–12
Preparation: Students complete the activity at the end of this unit which is based on KWL p. 124.

Ensure that adequate room is available for the symbols developed during the preparation to be 
incorporated into the prayer space. Place a table containing a candle, a Bible in excellent condition 
and a cross in the centre of the space. When the groups bring their symbols forward during the 
liturgy they should be placed as ‘rays’ emanating from the Word.

Students will need a copy of the Prayer for Christian Unity, available on the KWL website.

The class should be made aware of the need for attentive stillness during the presentation of the 
symbols and the reading of the Word.

Opening hymn

 ‘Gather Us In’ by Marty Haugen. (available in As One Voice and Gather Australia.) Use 
verses 1 and 2.

Leader: We are gathered today to pray as a Christian community. The symbols on the table 
remind us of the faith that is shared by all Christians. They represent God’s Word to 
us in sacred Scripture, the death and resurrection of Jesus for our salvation, and God’s 
presence in this community.

 Invite one group at a time to lay their symbol based on Ut Unum Sint on the fl oor around the 
table. Once it is in place the group shares the Prayer Refl ection that they have written to 
explain their symbol.

Leader: In the Scripture that we are about to hear, Jesus calls us friends and asks us to love one 
another. Our symbols are an expression of the unity that Jesus challenges us to fi nd. 
We pray that we will be people of vision and courage who not only listen to God’s 
Word, but act on it in our daily lives.

Reader: A well-prepared student proclaims 1 John 4:7–12.

Leader: We will spend a few moments in silence placing our needs and the needs of the world 
for peace and unity before God.

 Allow a suitable period of time.

 As we conclude this time together we share the prayer for Christian unity.

 Lord Jesus Christ, at your Last Supper you prayed to the Father that all should be one. 
Send your Holy Spirit upon all who bear your name and seek to serve you. Strengthen 
our faith in you and make us love one another in humility. May we who have been 
reborn in one baptism all be united in one faith under one Shepherd.

All: Amen.
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Possible Assessment Tasks
TASK 1: Webquest on KWL p. 125
PURPOSE
For students to develop an in-depth study of the major Christian denominations in Australia and 
the efforts towards Christian unity.

ASSESSMENT
Report on the ecumenical movement in Australia today. Style could be:

 PowerPoint presentation
 article for circulation on the Internet
 video presentation
 another medium incorporating written text and visual image
 special report for a magazine or newspaper.

TASK 2: Ecumenism
Use the themes from Ut Unum Sint explained in the mind map in KWL p. 124, in preparation for 
the class liturgy.

PURPOSE
The fi ve material ‘strands’ that are produced in this activity will be used to recreate the message of 
Ut Unum Sint as the visual focus of the class liturgy.

ACTIVITY
Materials required
A large piece of material (calico or similar) for each small group. If this is not available, use large 
sheets of paper joined together. Provide students with paints and brushes or other means of 
application, for example, sponges, rags, cotton wool.

Background
The Webquest on KWL p. 125 provides examples of symbols used by groups within the ecumenical 
movement. Explain to students that they will be working in small groups to develop their own 
symbols of this desire for unity. Their work will be based on the section of Ut Unum Sint used for 
the group activity in KWL p. 124.

• Students work individually to develop a symbol they believe illustrates the theme of the strand 
of the Ut Unum Sint mind map that their group has previously studied. The fi ve ‘strands’ in the 
mind map are:
– Desire for Unity
– Christianity Divided
– Foundations of Unity
– Full Communion
– Christians in Society

• The groups reform and select the symbol that provides the best visual description of the 
message of their strand.

• Groups work collaboratively to transfer their selected symbol to the material.

• Each group is also asked to prepare a short introduction to be used when they bring their symbol 
to the class liturgy. They can use the words from the mind map in KWL p. 124 to help them 
develop this. This introduction should be worded as a prayer. For example, ‘Desire for Unity’.

This symbol of Baptism reminds us that all Christians are brothers and sisters in Christ.
We pray that we will always be aware of our mission as Christians 

to search for peace and unity in our world.

• Leave the fi nished symbols in a secure place where they can dry, ready for the class liturgy.

ASSESSMENT
Examination of each visual strand and appropriateness of introductory prayer.
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Resources
Essential Reading
John Paul II 2001, Ecclesia in Oceania, The Church in Oceania, ‘Ecumenism’, n. 23; ‘Interreligious 

Dialogue, n. 25. St Pauls Publications, Strathfi eld NSW.
John Paul II 1995, Encyclical Letter: Ut unum sint. St Pauls Publications, Strathfi eld.

Teacher Resources
Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference 1997, Eastern Catholics In Australia. Australian Catholic 

Bishops’ Conference, Canberra.
Bentley, P & Hughes, P 1998, Australian Life and the Christian Faith: Facts and Figures. Christian 

Research Association, Melbourne.
Bentley, P & Hughes, P 1999, A Directory of Australian Religious Organisations. Open Book 

Publishers, Adelaide.
Hughes, PJ (ed.) 2005, Australia’s Religious Communities, 2nd Edition, CD Rom, A multimedia 

exploration. Christian Research Organisation, Nunawading.

Classroom Resources
Lovat, T et al. 1999, New Studies in Religion, Ch. 12. Social Science Press, Sydney.
McClish, B 1999, The Australian Church Story. Harper Collins Religious, Melbourne.
Morrissey, J et al. 2000, Out of the Desert, Book 4, Ch. 2. Longman, Melbourne.

Websites
<www.wcc.coe.org>  (World Council of Churches)
<www.ncaa.org.au>  (National Council of Churches in Australia)
<www.forceten.org.au>  (Churches working together for development)
<www.abs.gov.au>  (Australian Bureau of Statistics)
<www.anglican.org.au>  (Anglican Church of Australia)
<www.baptist.org.au>  (Baptist Church)
<www.catholic.org.au>  (Australian Catholic Bishops)
<www.salvos.org.au>  (The Salvation Army)
<www.uca.org.au>  (Uniting Church)
<www.cra.org.au>  (Australia’s Religious Communities)
<http://home.it.net.au/~jgrpsas/pages/>  (Greek Orthodox)
<http://webquest.sdsu.net>  (How to set up a Webquest)
<www.vatican.va>  (Utu unum sint)

Unit Evaluation
In evaluating the indicators of learning the teacher could consider the following:

• How have students shown appreciation of the common goals of Christianity?

• To what extent can students identify the beliefs and practices of the major Christian 
denominations?

• How well have students been able to compare the beliefs and practices of various Christian 
denominations?

• To what extent did students demonstrate achievement of standards?

• Are there standards that were not achieved?

• What changes (if any) would you make if you were teaching this unit again?


